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A LETTER OF MISS EEBECCA FRANKS, 1778. 

CONTRIBUTED BY HENRY F. THOMPSON. 

[The following letter of Miss Eebecca Franks, a daughter of David 
Franks, to Mrs. Paca, nie Anne Harrison, the second wife of William 
Paca, of Wye Island, Talbot County, Maryland, and a delegate to Con- 
gress, is interesting, as it treats of social life in Philadelphia the winter 
preceding the evacuation of the city by the British. It was forwarded 
to Mrs. Paca by Edward Tilghman, who was " out on his parole," with 
a package containing "six gauze handkerchiefs, two small pieces of 
gauze, and two sets of coloured ribbons." The " smart beau" of the 
text may have been Colonel Sir Henry Johnson, who commanded Stony 
Point at the time it was captured by General Wayne, and who Miss 
Franks subsequently married. The original is preserved in the collection 
of the Maryland Historical Society.— Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

Dear Nancy, — You may see the above is not my writing 
a very smart beau, I assure you wrote it, but not being 
acquainted with your disposition was afraid to go on. 

I expected ere this to have had an answer to the letter, I 
wrote by Betty Tilghman. What is your excuse. I hope 
'tis want of opportunity and not inclination. 

You can have no idea of the life of continued amusement 
I live in. I can scarce have a moment to myself. I have 
stole this while everybody is retired to dress for dinner. I 
am but just come from under Mr. J. Black's hands and 
most elegantly am I dressed for a ball this evening at 
Smith's where we have one every Thursday. You would 
not Know the room 'tis so much improv'd. 

I wish to Heaven you were going with us this evening to 
judge for yourself. I spent Tuesday evening at Sir W m 
Howes where we had a concert and Dance. I asked his 
leave to send you a Handkerchief to show the fashions. He 
very politely gave me permission to send anything you 
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wanted, tho' I told him you were a Delegate's Lady. I 
want to get a pair of Buckles for your Brother Joe. 

If I can't, tell him to be in the fashion he must get a pair 
of Harness ones. The Dress is more ridiculous and pretty 
than anything that ever I saw — great quantity of different 
coloured feathers on the head at a time besides a thousand 
other things. The Hair dress'd very high in the shape, 
Miss Vining's was the night we returned from Smiths — the 
Hat we found in your Mother's Closet wou'd be of a proper 
size. I have an afternoon cap with one wing — tho' I assure 
you I go less in the fashion than most of the Ladies — no 
being dress'd without a hoop. B. Bond makes her first ap- 
pearance tonight at the rooms. 

No loss for partners, even I am engaged to seven different 
gentlemen for you must know 'tis a fix'd rule never to 
dance but two dances at a time with the same person. Oh 
how I wish Mr. P. wou'd let you come in for a week or two 
— tell him I'll answer for your being let to return. I know 
you are as fond of a gay life as myself — you'd have an op- 
portunity of rakeing as much as you choose either at Plays, 
Balls Concerts or Assemblys. I've been but 3 evenings 
alone since we mov'd to town. I begin now to be almost 
tired. Tell Mrs. Harrison she has got a gentleman in her 
house, who promises me not to let a single thing in it be 
hurt and I'm sure he'll keep his word — the family she left 
in it still remain. I had a long conversation about you the 
other evening with John Saunders. He is just the same 
as when you knew him — two or three more of your old 
acquaintances are in town such as Prideaux & Jock De- 
Lancy they often ask after you. Is Mrs. White with you. 
I long to hear all that concerns you. Do pray try to get an 
opportunity. The clock is now striking four, and Moses is 
just going out to dinner — quite the Congress hours. Moses 
wrote to your Mother about her house six weeks ago. Did 
she get the letter. All your Philadelphia friends well and 
desire their loves — Mine to all in Maryland. 

When you see the Miss Tilghmans, tell them I never hear 
a new song or piece of music that I dont wish them to 
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have it. I must go finish dressing as I'm engaged out to 
Tea. 

God bless you. 

B. P. 
Thursday 
Feb* 26, 78. 

I send some of the most fashionable Ribbon and Gauze 
have tried to get Joe's Buckles in all the best shops, but in 
vain. B. Redman is here and sends her love. 



